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and that the former was eventually confirmed in his determination to raise the siege hy an ample subsidy from the Papal treasury. At least, Gregory may perhaps be alluding to some such transaction when, at a later date, he proclaims himself " the paymaster of the Lombards," whose swords were kept off the Roman people only by the daily ransom discharged by the Church.1
So in the late summer of 593 the Lombards marched away with noisy contempt for these miserable Romans, who coxild only fight, if they fought at all, behind high walls; and, as they mounted the hills beyond the Milvian Bridge and took a farewell look at the half-ruined city, probably none of them dreamed that they were leaving behind a power which would yet prove, strong enough to bring about the overthrow of their kingdom and nation.
The peril through which he had passed made Gregory more anxious than ever to bring tho war to an end. He saw now the futility of making any private arrangement with tho enemy in which the Emperor had no interest. The campaign of 593 had been provoked by such an arrangement, and Gregory know enough of the temper of the Kxareh to be sure that lit would not hesitate to overthrow a second private treaty as he hud overthrown the first. The Pope's absorbing desire now, therefore, was to bring about a peace between the Lombards and the Emperor himself. To smoothe the way for such a treaty on the Lombard side, he relied principally on Queen Thou.dc-lindti. Though a (Jutholic arid a friend of the Pope, Theudolinda exercised unbounded influence over her people, and would certainly be an invaluable intermediary if only site would consent to play that part. It was unfortunate that at this particular juncture she fell into the hands of the Istrian schismatics, and Gregory for a while was alarmed lest the religious difference should set the queen against his plan,a However, though Theudelinda could not be persuaded to recede from her opinions about the Three Chapters, she did riot on that account break with the Pope, nor did she make any dilli-culty about co-operating with him to secure a lasting peace. At the court of Pavia, therefore, Gregory could count on a firm arid very powerful ally. To manage the Exarch, however, was 1 Kpp. v. 39.                              * See Vol. I. p. 481.